CHOOSE TO GROW GRACE

FOR GENERATIONS TO COME
September 21 & 22, 2024

Romans 15:14 through 16:27 (NLT)

| am fully convinced, my dear brothers and sisters, that you are full of
goodness. You know these things so well you can teach each other all
about them. Even so, | have been bold enough to write about some of
these points, knowing that all you need is this reminder. For by God'’s
grace, | am a special messenger from Christ Jesus to you Gentiles. |
bring you the Good News so that | might present you as an acceptable
offering to God, made holy by the Holy Spirit. So | have reason to be
enthusiastic about all Christ Jesus has done through me in my service
to God. Yet | dare not boast about anything except what Christ has
done through me, bringing the Gentiles to God by my message and by
the way | worked among them. They were convinced by the power of
miraculous signs and wonders and by the power of God’s Spirit. In this
way, | have fully presented the Good News of Christ from Jerusalem all
the way to Illyricum.

My ambition has always been to preach the Good News where the
name of Christ has never been heard, rather than where a church has
already been started by someone else. | have been following the plan
spoken of in the Scriptures, where it says, “Those who have never been
told about him will see, and those who have never heard of him will
understand.” In fact, my visit to you has been delayed so long because |
have been preaching in these places. But now | have finished my work
in these regions, and after all these long years of waiting, | am eager to
visit you. | am planning to go to Spain, and when | do, | will stop off in
Rome. And after | have enjoyed your fellowship for a little while, you can
provide for my journey. But before | come, | must go to Jerusalem to
take a gift to the believers there. For you see, the believers in
Macedonia and Achaia have eagerly taken up an offering for the poor
among the believers in Jerusalem. They were glad to do this because
they feel they owe a real debt to them.

Since the Gentiles received the spiritual blessings of the Good News
from the believers in Jerusalem, they feel the least they can do in return

is to help them financially.
(continued on next page)



As soon as | have delivered this money and completed this good deed
of theirs, | will come to see you on my way to Spain. And | am sure that
when | come, Christ will richly bless our time together. Dear brothers
and sisters, | urge you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to join in my
struggle by praying to God for me. Do this because of your love for me,
given to you by the Holy Spirit. Pray that | will be rescued from those in
Judea who refuse to obey God. Pray also that the believers there will be
willing to accept the donation | am taking to Jerusalem. Then, by the will
of God, | will be able to come to you with a joyful heart, and we will be
an encouragement to each other. And now may God, who gives us his

peace, be with you all. Amen.

Romans 16:1-27 (NLT)

I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a deacon in the church in
Cenchrea. Welcome her in the Lord as one who is worthy of honor
among God’s people. Help her in whatever she needs, for she has been
helpful to many, and especially to me. Give my greetings to Priscilla and
Aquila, my co-workers in the ministry of Christ Jesus. In fact, they once
risked their lives for me. | am thankful to them, and so are all the Gentile
churches. Also give my greetings to the church that meets in their
home. Greet my dear friend Epenetus. He was the first person from the
province of Asia to become a follower of Christ. Give my greetings to
Mary, who has worked so hard for your benefit. Greet Andronicus and
Junia, my fellow Jews, who were in prison with me. They are highly
respected among the apostles and became followers of Christ before |
did.

Greet Ampliatus, my dear friend in the Lord. Greet Urbanus, our co-
worker in Christ, and my dear friend Stachys. Greet Apelles, a good
man whom Christ approves. And give my greetings to the believers from
the household of Aristobulus. Greet Herodion, my fellow Jew. Greet the
Lord’s people from the household of Narcissus. Give my greetings to
Tryphena and Tryphosa, the Lord’s workers, and to dear Persis, who
has worked so hard for the Lord. Greet Rufus, whom the Lord picked
out to be his very own; and also his dear mother, who has been a
mother to me. Give my greetings to Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes,
Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers and sisters who meet with them.
Give my greetings to Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and to
Olympas and all the believers who meet with them. Greet each other
with a sacred kiss. All the churches of Christ send you their greetings.
And now | make one more appeal, my dear brothers and sisters. Watch
out for people who cause divisions and upset people’s faith by teaching
things contrary to what you have been taught. Stay away from them.
Such people are not serving Christ our Lord; they are serving their own
personal interests.

By smooth talk and glowing words they deceive innocent people. But
everyone knows that you are obedient to the Lord. This makes me very
happy. | want you to be wise in doing right and to stay innocent of any
wrong. The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. May
the grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. Timothy, my fellow worker,
sends you his greetings, as do Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my fellow

Jews.
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I, Tertius, the one writing this letter for Paul, send my greetings, too, as
one of the Lord’s followers. Gaius says hello to you. He is my host and
also serves as host to the whole church. Erastus, the city treasurer,
sends you his greetings, and so does our brother Quartus. Now all glory
to God, who is able to make you strong, just as my Good News says.
This message about Jesus Christ has revealed his plan for you
Gentiles, a plan kept secret from the beginning of time. But now as the
prophets foretold and as the eternal God has commanded, this
message is made known to all Gentiles everywhere, so that they too
might believe and obey him. All glory to the only wise God, through
Jesus Christ, forever. Amen.

Paul’s Big Five:

e Paul’s must be our message—the Good
News of Jesus.

Romans 15:16 (NLT)

| am a special messenger from Christ Jesus to you Gentiles. | bring you
the Good News so that | might present you as an acceptable offering to
God, made holy by the Holy Spirit.

e Paul’s must be our motive—the Glory of God.
Romans 15:17 (NLT)
So | have reason to be enthusiastic about all Christ Jesus has done
through me in my service to God.

e Paul’s must be our miracles.

Romans 15:19a (NIV)
..by the power and signs and miracles, through the power of the Spirit.

e Paul’s must be our ministry.

Romans 15:19b-20 (NIV)

So from Jerusalem all the way around to lllyricum, | have fully
proclaimed the gospel of Christ. It has always been my ambition to
preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that | would not be
building on someone else’s foundation.

e Paul’s must be our mission.

Romans 15:21 (NIV)
Rather, as it is written: “Those who were not told about him will see, and
those who have not heard will understand.”

Six Keys to Effectively Accomplish Paul’s
Big Five for Grace Church

I C to build every ministry and mission
on God’s Grace.



Romans 15:15 (TPT)

And because of the outpouring of God’s grace on my life to be his
minister and to preach Jesus, the Anointed One, to the non-Jewish
people, | have written rather boldly to you on some themes,
reminding you of their importance.

James 4:6 (TPT)

But he continues to pour out more and more grace upon us. For it
says, “God resists you when you are proud but continually pours out
grace when you are humble.”

Hebrews 4:16 (TPT)

So now we draw near freely and boldly to where grace is enthroned,
to receive mercy’s kiss and discover the grace we urgently need to
strengthen us in our time of weakness.

H the Word of God (the Bible) up as the
highest authority.

Romans 15:16 (NIV)

...to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles. He gave me the
priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles
might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy
Spirit.

Acts 20:32 (NIV)

Now | commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can

build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are
sanctified.

Hebrews 4:12 (NLT)

For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the
sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between
joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.

The Word of God is:

. - constantly active and alive

. - energizing and life changing

. - able to cut straight to the issue or matter
. - piercing the soul and spirit all the way to

the joints and marrow, impacting even on vital parts of our
bones

. - able to judge the thoughts and intents of
the heart

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NLT)

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true
and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when
we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God uses it to
prepare and equip his people to do every good work.



3 (@) every ministry for the Glory of God.

Romans 15:17-18 (NIV)

Therefore | glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God. | will not
venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished
through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what | have said
and done...

1 Corinthians 10:31-33 (NLT)

So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the glory
of God. Don't give offense to Jews or Gentiles or the church of God. |,
too, try to please everyone in everything | do. | don’t just do what is
best for me; | do what is best for others so that many may be saved.

Matthew 5:16 (NLT)
In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that
everyone will praise your heavenly Father.

(@) do the work by the power of the Holy
Spirit and not just human ingenuity.

Romans 15:19 (NLT)

They were convinced by the power of miraculous signs and wonders
and by the power of God’s Spirit. In this way, | have fully presented
the Good News of Christ from Jerusalem all the way to lllyricum.

John 15:5 (NLT)

Yes, | am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me,
and | in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do
nothing.

Zechariah 4:6 (NLT)

Then he said to me, “This is what the Lord says to Zerubbabel: It is

not by force nor by strength, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of
Heaven’s Armies.”

5 S cast vision for expanding our
outreach!

Romans 15:20, 23 (NLT)

My ambition has always been to preach the Good News where the
name of Christ has never been heard, rather than where a church has
already been started by someone else...But now | have finished my
work in these regions, and after all these long years of waiting, | am
eager to visit you.

Proverbs 16:1, 9 (NLT)
We can make our own plans, but the Lord gives the right answer...We
can make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps.

Proverbs 24:3-4 (TLB)

Any enterprise is built by wise planning, become strong through
common sense, and profits wonderfully by keeping abreast of the
facts.



Proverbs 13:16 (TLB)
A wise man thinks ahead; a fool doesn’t and even brags about it!

E and encourage like-minded people
to accomplish our future vision.

Romans 15:25 (NLT)
But before | come, | must go to Jerusalem to take a gift to the
believers there.

o through Grace giving

o generosity

Romans 15:30 (NLT)

Dear brothers and sisters, | urge you in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to join in my struggle by praying to God for me. Do this because
of your love for me, given to you by the Holy Spirit.

How:

. how others serve in ministry

Romans 16:1-2 (TPT)

Now, let me introduce to you our dear and beloved sister in the faith,
Phoebe, a shining minister of the church in Cenchrea. | am sending
her with this letter and ask that you shower her with your hospitality
when she arrives. Embrace her with honor, as is fitting for one who
belongs to the Lord and is set apart for him. So provide her whatever
she may need, for she’s been a great leader and champion for
many—I know, for she’s been that for even me!

. their sacrifices

Romans 16:4-5 (TPT)

...for they’ve risked their own lives to save mine. I'm so thankful for
them, and not just I, but all the congregations among the non-Jewish
people respect them for their ministry. Also give my loving greetings to
all the believers in their house church. And greet Epenetus, who was
the first convert to Christ in the Roman province of Asia, for | love him
dearly.

. their efforts

Romans 16:12 (TPT)

Please greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, for they are women who have
diligently served the Lord. To Persis, who is much loved and faithful in
her ministry for the Lord, | send my greetings.
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Romans 15:14 through 16:27 (NLT)

| am fully convinced, my dear brothers and sisters, that you are full of
goodness. You know these things so well you can teach each other all
about them. Even so, | have been bold enough to write about some of
these points, knowing that all you need is this reminder. For by God'’s
grace, | am a special messenger from Christ Jesus to you Gentiles. |
bring you the Good News so that | might present you as an acceptable
offering to God, made holy by the Holy Spirit. So | have reason to be
enthusiastic about all Christ Jesus has done through me in my service
to God. Yet | dare not boast about anything except what Christ has
done through me, bringing the Gentiles to God by my message and by
the way | worked among them. They were convinced by the power of
miraculous signs and wonders and by the power of God’s Spirit. In this
way, | have fully presented the Good News of Christ from Jerusalem all
the way to Illyricum.

My ambition has always been to preach the Good News where the
name of Christ has never been heard, rather than where a church has
already been started by someone else. | have been following the plan
spoken of in the Scriptures, where it says, “Those who have never been
told about him will see, and those who have never heard of him will
understand.” In fact, my visit to you has been delayed so long because |
have been preaching in these places. But now | have finished my work
in these regions, and after all these long years of waiting, | am eager to
visit you. | am planning to go to Spain, and when | do, | will stop off in
Rome. And after | have enjoyed your fellowship for a little while, you can
provide for my journey. But before | come, | must go to Jerusalem to
take a gift to the believers there. For you see, the believers in
Macedonia and Achaia have eagerly taken up an offering for the poor
among the believers in Jerusalem. They were glad to do this because
they feel they owe a real debt to them.

Since the Gentiles received the spiritual blessings of the Good News
from the believers in Jerusalem, they feel the least they can do in return

is to help them financially.
(continued on next page)



As soon as | have delivered this money and completed this good deed
of theirs, | will come to see you on my way to Spain. And | am sure that
when | come, Christ will richly bless our time together. Dear brothers
and sisters, | urge you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to join in my
struggle by praying to God for me. Do this because of your love for me,
given to you by the Holy Spirit. Pray that | will be rescued from those in
Judea who refuse to obey God. Pray also that the believers there will be
willing to accept the donation | am taking to Jerusalem. Then, by the will
of God, | will be able to come to you with a joyful heart, and we will be
an encouragement to each other. And now may God, who gives us his

peace, be with you all. Amen.

Romans 16:1-27 (NLT)

I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a deacon in the church in
Cenchrea. Welcome her in the Lord as one who is worthy of honor
among God’s people. Help her in whatever she needs, for she has been
helpful to many, and especially to me. Give my greetings to Priscilla and
Aquila, my co-workers in the ministry of Christ Jesus. In fact, they once
risked their lives for me. | am thankful to them, and so are all the Gentile
churches. Also give my greetings to the church that meets in their
home. Greet my dear friend Epenetus. He was the first person from the
province of Asia to become a follower of Christ. Give my greetings to
Mary, who has worked so hard for your benefit. Greet Andronicus and
Junia, my fellow Jews, who were in prison with me. They are highly
respected among the apostles and became followers of Christ before |
did.

Greet Ampliatus, my dear friend in the Lord. Greet Urbanus, our co-
worker in Christ, and my dear friend Stachys. Greet Apelles, a good
man whom Christ approves. And give my greetings to the believers from
the household of Aristobulus. Greet Herodion, my fellow Jew. Greet the
Lord’s people from the household of Narcissus. Give my greetings to
Tryphena and Tryphosa, the Lord’s workers, and to dear Persis, who
has worked so hard for the Lord. Greet Rufus, whom the Lord picked
out to be his very own; and also his dear mother, who has been a
mother to me. Give my greetings to Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes,
Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers and sisters who meet with them.
Give my greetings to Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and to
Olympas and all the believers who meet with them. Greet each other
with a sacred kiss. All the churches of Christ send you their greetings.
And now | make one more appeal, my dear brothers and sisters. Watch
out for people who cause divisions and upset people’s faith by teaching
things contrary to what you have been taught. Stay away from them.
Such people are not serving Christ our Lord; they are serving their own
personal interests.

By smooth talk and glowing words they deceive innocent people. But
everyone knows that you are obedient to the Lord. This makes me very
happy. | want you to be wise in doing right and to stay innocent of any
wrong. The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. May
the grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. Timothy, my fellow worker,
sends you his greetings, as do Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my fellow

Jews.
(continued on other side)



I, Tertius, the one writing this letter for Paul, send my greetings, too, as
one of the Lord’s followers. Gaius says hello to you. He is my host and
also serves as host to the whole church. Erastus, the city treasurer,
sends you his greetings, and so does our brother Quartus. Now all glory
to God, who is able to make you strong, just as my Good News says.
This message about Jesus Christ has revealed his plan for you
Gentiles, a plan kept secret from the beginning of time. But now as the
prophets foretold and as the eternal God has commanded, this
message is made known to all Gentiles everywhere, so that they too
might believe and obey him. All glory to the only wise God, through
Jesus Christ, forever. Amen.

Paul’s Big Five:

¢ Paul’s message must be our message—the Good News of
Jesus.

Romans 15:16 (NLT)

| am a special messenger from Christ Jesus to you Gentiles. | bring you
the Good News so that | might present you as an acceptable offering to
God, made holy by the Holy Spirit.

¢ Paul’s motive must be our motive—the Glory of God.

Romans 15:17 (NLT)
So | have reason to be enthusiastic about all Christ Jesus has done
through me in my service to God.

e Paul’s miracles must be our miracles.

Romans 15:19a (NIV)
..by the power and signs and miracles, through the power of the Spirit.

¢ Paul’s ministry must be our ministry.

Romans 15:19b-20 (NIV)

So from Jerusalem all the way around to lllyricum, | have fully
proclaimed the gospel of Christ. It has always been my ambition to
preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that | would not be
building on someone else’s foundation.

e Paul’s mission must be our mission.

Romans 15:21 (NIV)
Rather, as it is written: “Those who were not told about him will see, and
those who have not heard will understand.”

Six Keys to Effectively Accomplish Paul’s
Big Five for Grace Church

I Continue to build every ministry and mission on God’s
Grace.



Romans 15:15 (TPT)

And because of the outpouring of God’s grace on my life to be his
minister and to preach Jesus, the Anointed One, to the non-Jewish
people, | have written rather boldly to you on some themes,
reminding you of their importance.

James 4:6 (TPT)

But he continues to pour out more and more grace upon us. For it
says, “God resists you when you are proud but continually pours out
grace when you are humble.”

Hebrews 4:16 (TPT)

So now we draw near freely and boldly to where grace is enthroned,
to receive mercy’s kiss and discover the grace we urgently need to
strengthen us in our time of weakness.

HM the Word of God (the Bible) up as the highest
authority.

Romans 15:16 (NIV)

...to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles. He gave me the
priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles
might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy
Spirit.

Acts 20:32 (NIV)

Now | commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can
build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are
sanctified.

Hebrews 4:12 (NLT)

For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the
sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between
joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.

The Word of God is:
¢ Living - constantly active and alive
o Powerful - energizing and life changing
o Sharper - able to cut straight to the issue or matter
o Dividing - piercing the soul and spirit all the way to the joints
and marrow, impacting even on vital parts of our bones

¢ Discerning - able to judge the thoughts and intents of the
heart

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NLT)

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true
and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when
we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God uses it to
prepare and equip his people to do every good work.



3 Operate every ministry for the Glory of God.

Romans 15:17-18 (NIV)

Therefore | glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God. | will not
venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished
through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what | have said
and done...

1 Corinthians 10:31-33 (NLT)

So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the glory
of God. Don't give offense to Jews or Gentiles or the church of God. |,
too, try to please everyone in everything | do. | don’t just do what is
best for me; | do what is best for others so that many may be saved.

Matthew 5:16 (NLT)
In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that
everyone will praise your heavenly Father.

On_ly do the work by the power of the Holy Spirit and
not just human ingenuity.

Romans 15:19 (NLT)

They were convinced by the power of miraculous signs and wonders
and by the power of God’s Spirit. In this way, | have fully presented
the Good News of Christ from Jerusalem all the way to lllyricum.

John 15:5 (NLT)

Yes, | am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me,
and | in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do
nothing.

Zechariah 4:6 (NLT)

Then he said to me, “This is what the Lord says to Zerubbabel: It is

not by force nor by strength, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of
Heaven’s Armies.”

5 Strategically cast vision for expanding our outreach!

Romans 15:20, 23 (NLT)

My ambition has always been to preach the Good News where the
name of Christ has never been heard, rather than where a church has
already been started by someone else...But now | have finished my
work in these regions, and after all these long years of waiting, | am
eager to visit you.

Proverbs 16:1, 9 (NLT)
We can make our own plans, but the Lord gives the right answer...We
can make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps.

Proverbs 24:3-4 (TLB)

Any enterprise is built by wise planning, become strong through
common sense, and profits wonderfully by keeping abreast of the
facts.



Proverbs 13:16 (TLB)
A wise man thinks ahead; a fool doesn’t and even brags about it!

Emgower and encourage like-minded people to
accomplish our future vision.

Romans 15:25 (NLT)
But before | come, | must go to Jerusalem to take a gift to the
believers there.

¢ Tithe through Grace giving

o Sacrificial generosity

Romans 15:30 (NLT)

Dear brothers and sisters, | urge you in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to join in my struggle by praying to God for me. Do this because
of your love for me, given to you by the Holy Spirit.

How:

o Watch how others serve in ministry

Romans 16:1-2 (TPT)

Now, let me introduce to you our dear and beloved sister in the faith,
Phoebe, a shining minister of the church in Cenchrea. | am sending
her with this letter and ask that you shower her with your hospitality
when she arrives. Embrace her with honor, as is fitting for one who
belongs to the Lord and is set apart for him. So provide her whatever
she may need, for she’s been a great leader and champion for
many—I know, for she’s been that for even me!

o Appreciate their sacrifices

Romans 16:4-5 (TPT)

...for they’ve risked their own lives to save mine. I'm so thankful for
them, and not just I, but all the congregations among the non-Jewish
people respect them for their ministry. Also give my loving greetings to
all the believers in their house church. And greet Epenetus, who was
the first convert to Christ in the Roman province of Asia, for | love him
dearly.

e Exalt their efforts

Romans 16:12 (TPT)

Please greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, for they are women who have
diligently served the Lord. To Persis, who is much loved and faithful in
her ministry for the Lord, | send my greetings.



